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" LANCASTER, Pa, — Matt Young, Neison

Beam -and Roger Rohrer each participate m
‘the Bay Farm On-Farm Network.

. But'each of them has gotten somethmg dif- -

-ferent from it,
At the first Bay Farm On-Farm Network
Conference at the Fann and Home . Center

RADIAL
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bere Feb. 25, the three farmers participated in-
& panel discussion on thelr expenences par-
ticipating in'the program.

- Tt was a rough 2009 for Matt Young of Key— f

stone Dairy Ventures in Peach’ Botiom, Pa.
The low dairy prices resulted in his famﬂy

having 10 :sell off their 2,200 mﬂkmg COWS,

which were held at two sites. Today, only one -

site is operatlonal and the falmly mﬂks about

320 cows, also keepmg 600 replacement heif-

ers. .
The farmly, Young said, farms 450 -acres,
all no-till. Manure liquids are used to fertilize

half of that dcreage, .
. He’s always had an interest in water quahty.
s0 he thought jommg the network wouid be .
: beneﬁc:al
Then he found out the Envu'onmental De-.

fense Fund was involved. -
- He didn’t like that so much.

Enwronmental Defense Fund’
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“Young said. :
; Surpnsmgly though,
found the environmental group
"to be cooperative and he’s gotten
a-lot of ideas from them. .. -

to be helpful in figuring just how
much manure fo use on the fields
and he intends to manage nutri-
ents better.

ity so being a part of this i§ help—
ful,” he said. -

crops in Berks County. :
Good conservation pracuces
are a tradition in his family, His
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“Me and a couple of other-
- farmers considered putting some
sort of legal wall between.us and

Hes

He’s found the corn stalk test =

“P've always enjoyed Workmg_
on things to improve water qual-

Nelson Beam raises hogs and’
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father back in the 1960s mstaﬂed terraces and
waterways. The farm has been no-till. for 20

..years.and Beam uses rye as a cover, crop:

Applying nitrogen as a sidedressing has
also been-a tradition for the last 25 years and

~he’s been trying to figure out Ways 10 manage

it better.

“It-didn’t take me long to figure out if we
could do something to manage it, that would
be a good thing,” Beam said.

Using a stalk nitrate test was benéﬁcml for -

him.in 2008 as he found he was short on the

. -atnount of mtrogen he needed.

This past growing season, he fou.nd a 31g-

nificant difference between using COWw manure

and the manure from his hogs,
~Through testing, he found the manure froti
cows “was actually better. for growing his

crops. It’s information he mtends to use to bet- -

ter manage the-manure he puts on the fields.
““That was kind of intercsting to gather that

- information,” he said. “Aerials (field images
.generated from an airplane) have helped too,
they’ve given me some good information.”

Roger Rohrer, who raises 106,000- broilers

 in Lancaster County and is also an ag Iender,

said he has benefited from the corn stalk test

coming from the poultry litfer.
“The program has helped a Jot with under—

standing that,” Rohrer saitl. ““We have made a_
_ lot of strides ia-tfiis area, Overall, environmen-

lty, we are dll going to have to do better.”
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Roger Rohrer, Matt Young and Nelson Beam part:c:péte ina panel discus-

to better understand how to use the mtrogen
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